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deputy director of the Institute for Se-
curity Studies before accepting his cur-
rent role as director of the military
and veteran services center. As direc-
tor, Mr. Bryant works to help active
military members and veterans experi-
ence a fluid transition from the battle-
field to college life. He also developed
numerous university and community
outreach programs for UNLV to help
active military and veteran students be
successful in their academic pursuits.

Through his tireless efforts, Mr. Bry-
ant has contributed greatly to UNLV’s
achievement of being named a military
friendly school by GI Jobs for 5 con-
secutive years, as well as making the
Military Advanced Education’s list of
top military-friendly colleges in 2015.
UNLV now educates over 1,475 Active-
Duty military members, Reservists,
National Guard members, veterans,
and their families, in part due to the
efforts of Mr. Bryant. I am grateful to
have Mr. Bryant working on behalf of
Nevada’s brave men and women.

Through collaborative efforts during
the last legislative session, Mr. Bryant
was a key contributor in attaining pas-
sage of legislation for UNLV to waive
fees for Active-Duty military members.
The program also reinforces UNLV’s
presence at Nellis Air Force Base,
where a classroom is available for Ac-
tive-Duty military members and their
families to take courses. His efforts
have brought southern Nevada’s mili-
tary community the academic support
that it deserves.

As a member of the Senate Veterans’
Affairs Committee, I have had no
greater honor than the opportunity to
engage with the men and women who
served in our Nation’s military. I rec-
ognize Congress has a responsibility
not only to honor the brave individuals
who serve our Nation, but to ensure
they are cared for when they return
home. I remain committed to uphold-
ing this promise for our veterans and
servicemembers in Nevada and
throughout the Nation. I am grateful
to have allies like Mr. Bryant working
towards a common goal: fighting to en-
sure the needs of our veterans and Ac-
tive-Duty military members are met.

Today I ask my colleagues and all
Nevadans to join me in recognizing Mr.
Bryant for all that he does for UNLV’s
military community.e

———

TRIBUTE TO WENDY DAMONTE

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Wendy Damonte for
her years of dedication to bringing
northern Nevada in-depth news cov-
erage. Wendy was an upstanding mem-
ber of KTVN’s news team for 21 years
and an important face in Nevada jour-
nalism. While she will be departing
from the anchor desk, Wendy’s tireless
dedication to the Reno community will
continue as she embarks on a new jour-
ney as vice president of advocacy and
community partnership at Renown
Health.

Wendy joined KTVN’s news team in
1994, shortly after graduating from the
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University of Nevada, Reno with a
broadcast journalism degree. Her pas-
sion in the newsroom quickly moved
her up the ranks and led to her anchor-
ing KTVN’s evening news program, as
well as reporting on medical informa-
tion on her ‘‘Health Watch’ segment.
As part of KTVN’s news team, Wendy
went above and beyond in her career to
bring Nevadans the most up-to-date
and accurate news. Her work in our
community is invaluable.

Throughout her tenure with KTVN,
Wendy covered a variety of stories, in-
cluding medical breakthroughs in Ne-
vada, breaking news stories, and per-
sonal health stories. Specifically,
Wendy shared an extremely personal
story, covering the challenges her
mother faced while fighting breast can-
cer. Wendy’s coverage led to signifi-
cant legislative changes in the fight
against breast cancer. She was a key
contributor in helping push legislation
in Nevada mandating that doctors in-
form women about their breast den-
sity.

As someone whose family has been
touched by cancer, I understand the
difficulties that come with this terrible
disease and am thankful to have people
like Wendy working to eradicate can-
cer and increase awareness. I am
pleased to say that I have worked with
Wendy to raise awareness of the Breast
Density and Mammography Act of 2015.
I am proud to be a cosponsor of this
legislation, which similarly requires
mammography facilities to include up-
to-date information about breast den-
sity. Wendy’s work has truly touched
the lives of many across northern Ne-
vada, and we can’t thank her enough.

I ask my colleagues and all Nevadans
to join me in thanking Wendy for her
years with KTVN and for her work to
create a healthier northern Nevada. Al-
though her time at KTVN may be com-
ing to an end, her efforts to pursue her
goals will continue. I wish her well in
all of her future endeavors and at her
new position at Renown Health.e

———

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE HEARTWELL

e Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the remarkable
achievements of George Heartwell who,
after 20 years of service to the city of
Grand Rapids, 12 of them as mayor,
won the city international acclaim for
environmental sustainability and artis-
tic creativity.

Mayor Heartwell, an ordained min-
ister in the United Church of Christ,
has served the citizens of Michigan’s
second largest city with honor and dis-
tinction. A graduate of Michigan’s
Albion College, Mayor Heartwell
served the public in a variety of roles
prior to his city hall service. Mayor
Heartwell helped Grand Rapidians
achieve the American dream through
his work as president of Heartwell
Mortgage Corporation. Mayor
Heartwell led Heartside Ministry, help-
ing the homeless of Grand Rapids, and
was also president and CEO of Pilgrim
Manor Retirement Community.
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Mayor Heartwell entered Grand Rap-
ids City Hall in 1992, serving the first of
four terms as a city commissioner rep-
resenting Grand Rapids’ Third Ward.
He took office as mayor in January of
2004. Under his leadership, the city of
Grand Rapids withstood the economic
storms rattling the State of Michigan,
finding methods to deliver city services
in sustainable ways.

It is Mayor Heartwell’s environ-
mental sustainability efforts which
have won the city international
awards. During his tenure, city govern-
ment implemented a variety of envi-
ronmental measures, including pur-
chase of renewable resource energy, use
of alternative fuels in city wvehicles,
continued attention to water quality in
the Grand River, and widespread imple-
mentation of energy conservation
measures. In January 2007, the United
Nations recognized Grand Rapids as a
Regional Center of Expertise in Edu-
cation for Sustainable Development.

Thanks to Mayor Heartwell’s leader-
ship, Grand Rapids is widely recognized
as one of the most sustainable cities in
America. In 2010, the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce gave Grand Rapids the Na-
tion’s Most Sustainable City award,
and in 2012, Mayor Heartwell was given
the first place Climate Protection
Award by the U.S. Conference of May-
ors. More recently, Mayor Heartwell
was one of only 20 individuals chosen
to serve on President Obama’s Task
Force for Climate Preparedness and
Resilience.

Mayor Heartwell has also focused on
making Grand Rapids a more socially
equitable city. Concurrently, the city
has enjoyed a decrease in crime rates
and an increase in its economic
strength. Grand Rapids is widely recog-
nized for its support of the arts and was
recently named as number 20 of the 52
Places to Go in the World in 2016 by the
New York Times.

It is my great pleasure to congratu-
late Mayor George Heartwell on the
lasting impact he has made throughout
his service to his hometown, the city of
Grand Rapids.e

————
REMEMBERING PAUL KINSMAN

e Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I
wish to commemorate the life and leg-
acy of Paul Kinsman.

Paul was born in Watertown, SD, on
September 7, 1958, and died in Pierre,
SD, on January 10, 2016, at the young
age of b7.

Paul was a lifelong South Dakotan
and dedicated public servant to the
citizens of our State. After earning his
law degree, Paul began 28 years of pub-
lic service to the people of South Da-
kota. We are a better State and a bet-
ter people because of his hard work and
dedication.

As an administrative law judge, the
deputy commissioner of administra-
tion, the director of property taxes and
special taxes, the commissioner of Ad-
ministration, and the secretary of Rev-
enue, he inspired his coworkers with
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